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Guidance notes for applicants

Background

Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief is an alliance of organisations and individuals that believe Scotland should be a place where people can be open about death, dying and bereavement, so that: 
· People are aware of ways to live with death, dying and bereavement.
· People feel better equipped to support each other through the difficult times that can come with death, dying and bereavement.
The aims of GLGDGG are to:
· Help people to find ways of dealing with their own experiences of death, dying and bereavement;
· Help individuals and communities to support those who are experiencing difficult times associated with death, dying and bereavement; 
· Support NHS and social care staff and volunteers to work compassionately and constructively with those who are dying or have been recently bereaved; 
· Help people to make practical preparations for their death, for example Will, Power of Attorney and Future Care Planning; 
· Promote openness/discussion of death, dying and bereavement.
More information about the aims, visions and values of Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief is available here: www.goodlifedeathgrief.org.uk


Q1. What will the small grants programme fund?

This small grants fund has been set up to support people to participate in To Absent Friends, a people’s festival of storytelling and remembrance, running 1-7 November 2026.  
We are particularly keen to support small organisations to undertake local activities that provide public opportunities for storytelling and/or remembrance of people who have died.    

We can only fund events and activities taking place within Scotland.

We are keen to support: 
· Events that celebrate and remember a person or people who have died – whether recently or long ago.
AND/OR
· Events that strengthen community connections by bringing people together to share stories and solace. 

In previous years, events have included concerts, poetry nights, craft activities, memory sharing events, storytelling suppers, exhibitions, and much more. Last year, events included musical performances, a guided walking tour, a community gardening activity, and a remembrance lantern display. 

We recognise that approaches to this are likely to be varied, and we encourage creative and innovative ideas that are appropriate to local groups and communities.

Q2.  What type of grants are available?
Two types of small grants (each of up to £275) are available:
Community grants: These are for organisations and communities who want to plan private remembrance events at which their community can come together to share memories, stories and solace.
Public grants: These are for organisations who want to organise an interactive public event such as a concert, exhibition or installation, freely open to members of the public.
We are unable to allocate more than one grant per organisation, so please choose to apply either for a community grant or a public grant. 
Q3. Who can apply?

Any organisation with a bank account can apply.  To apply, the organisation must be a member of Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief – membership is free, and you can sign up here: https://www.goodlifedeathgrief.org.uk/members-sign-up/ 

We are unable to provide funding directly to individuals. If you are an individual who would like to carry out some work who may require funding to help, please either link up with an organisation in your local area who you think may be keen to be involved or get in touch with us by email at info@goodlifedeathgrief.org.uk to see if we can help.

Organisations can only apply for funding once within this Summer/Autumn 2026 funding programme. If you are a small branch of a larger organisation please contact your head office to check that they are happy for your branch to apply.

Q4. How much can be applied for?

The maximum sum available through the small grants programme is £275. We have a limited amount of funding available so please think carefully about your project or event and obtain indicative costings to submit with your proposal. We are more likely to fund your proposal if we can see that it has been well thought out and properly costed. There is no minimum level of grant.

Q5. What can a grant pay for?

A grant can be applied for to allow an organisation to undertake, within Scotland, a project, event or any other activity that engages with their local community to take part in To Absent Friends during 1-7 November 2026.  Examples of the types of things that can be included in an application are:

· Costs for booking a venue to host an event.
· Food and refreshments for delegates attending an event (the purchase of alcohol with the grant funding is not permitted). 
· Printing costs for materials (leaflets, posters etc).
· Other equipment that might be needed as part of a project or event. Please note that any equipment purchased must remain the property of the organisation and must not be transferred to an individual.
· Training costs or volunteer expenses.
· Publicity costs involved in promoting your event.

Here are some examples of things that can’t be funded:
· Activities that have happened before your grant is received.
· Costs associated with making an application for funding.
· Day to day running costs for the organisation or activity that the organisation would normally be expected to carry out.
· Any fundraising activity for the organisation.
· Projects that take place outside Scotland.
· Projects or events aiming to promote a particular religious, moral, ethical or political stance at the exclusion of others.  

Q6. How can you apply?

To apply for a grant, you will need to complete our short application form which can be downloaded from our website:

https://www.toabsentfriends.org.uk/content/small-grants-2026/ 

Please email your completed form to: samara@palliativecarescotland.org.uk
By 12 noon on Wednesday 2 September 2026.  We will aim to inform applicants whether or not they have been successful by 16 September, but please let us know if you need an answer earlier. 

Q8. What happens next?

Once we have received your application and the closing date has passed, we will give it consideration and let you know if we are able to provide funding. As part of the process of considering your application we may get in touch with you directly or may contact your head office if you are a branch applying on behalf of a larger organisation. If we are unable to provide funding for all or part of your application we will let you know the reason(s) why. 

If your bid is successful, you should expect to receive the monies (by BACS) to fund your project, event or activity within a further week.

By applying for funding you are also agreeing to:
· provide 300 words about the event and a photo, to share on the To Absent Friends website by 9 October 2026: www.toabsentfriends.org.uk
· provide a report (template will be provided), photos, and receipts for expenditure after the activity or event has taken place if requested.

Q8. Why do I need to report back after the event?

Receiving an activity report provides assurances that SPPC monies are being spent in an appropriate manner, and helps us to learn from, share and develop our awareness of local activity. 

We may also use your report and photographs as part of our publicity of the festival, and further showcase your activity through our website, newsletter, social media or other networks.
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